

3

 (
DISCUSSIONS
FEATURE GUIDE
FOR END-USERS
JANUARY 2013
)[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc343251426]Purpose of this Document
The purpose of this document is to provide educators and students with an overview of the new Discussions Building Block which works with Blackboard Learn™ 9.1 Service Pack 11 and above.  Your institution should feel free to customize this document and/or combine it with our other feature guides (e.g., the SP10 feature guide) as relevant to fit your needs. 
Discussions
Feature Enhancement for All Users
[bookmark: _GoBack]With this new building block, Blackboard has thoroughly redesigned the Discussions interface while adding some new functionality as a direct response to instructor feedback.  Highlights include: 
· All Posts on One Page: The entire discussion thread appears on a single page, thereby maintaining the context of posts and replies to one another.
· Avatars:  The user profile avatars are more prominent in the new Discussions.
· Conditional highlighting of instructors’ posts: It is easier for students to find posts from instructors in a sea of other posts.
[image: C:\Users\vramgopal\Dropbox\PMM Product Marketing\Learn Screenshots\Release 9.1 Service Pack 10 Plus\_DRAFT-Dicussions\SP10B2-Discussions-HighlightHover.png]
Inline Replies
When clicking “Reply”, the content editor appears in the context of the discussion so as not to disrupt the flow of the user.  The full content editor is available for the user to write a reply. When finished, submitting the post adds it directly into the page without losing context.
[image: C:\Users\vramgopal\Dropbox\PMM Product Marketing\Learn Screenshots\Release 9.1 SP 10 Plus\_DRAFT-Dicussions\SP10B2-Discussions-InlineReply.png]
Post First
In addition to the user enhancements described above, we have also introduced a new setting that permits instructors to specify that students must enter their own thread before viewing other threads in a forum.  (Note that initially this capability only applies at the forum level, not the thread level.  This means that post first is not an option when students are not permitted to create threads.)
[image: C:\Users\vramgopal\Dropbox\PMM Product Marketing\Learn Screenshots\Release 9.1 Service Pack 10 Plus\_DRAFT-Dicussions\SP10B2-Discussions-PostFirst.png]
[image: ]
image3.png
e

Blackboard Learn
Monument

My Institution ~ Courses  Community  Content Collection  Services  Outcomes

reverse or negate the change in body temperature, so it's a great example of homeostasis through negative
feedback

& Hide 2 replies

] Dick Edison posted 12 minutes ago (last edited 11 minutes ago)

v RE: Great Example!

Does that mean shivering is another way that our body regulates its temperature?

& Hide 1 reply

Beth Carlson ® Just now
RE: Great Example!

Absolutely - the muscular activity generates heat, which helps raise body temperature when you're cold.
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The human body is amazing!
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Forum Description

Course Info This experiential discussion assignment requires the use of your mobile devices. There are 2 expectations for
this assignment

Announcements

seth's Blog 1. Explore your surroundings and capture a photo or video that exemplifies one of the 7 principles of

Biology
2. Comment on at least two other students' posts

Chapter Material

Please create your own thread first, in order to view other participants' threads and comments in this forum.
‘Additional Reading

Guest Lecture Series
Create Thread

My Grades

Discussions

Journals

There are currently 10 threads in this forum.
Create a thread to view them and join the conversation!

Wikis

» My Groups
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Thread: Sweat: Homeostasis in Action

Select: All None | Message Actions Expand All || Collapse All 3 Posts in this Thread 2 Unread

(o] Sarah Johnson 2 hours ago

Sweat: Homeostasis in Action

We don't have air conditioning, and it's been really hot at my house this week. I realized yesterday that when I
sweat, it's my body's attempt to regulate my temperature. I think it's a great example of homeostasis in action!

Reply

Beth Carlson @ wsraucror  mooeRaoR 2 hours ago

ROl

Great Example!

Yes Sarah, that's exactly what your body is doing when you sweat! Your body activates that mechanism to
reverse or negate the change in body temperature, so it's a great example of homestasis through negative

feedback.
A Hide 1 reply (1 unread)
0 Dick Edison 2 hours ago
I==®,  RE: Great Example!

Does that mean shivering is another way that our body regulates its temperature?
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