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Table of Contents
Introduction	2
Purpose of this Document [Note: Delete before providing to educators and learners]	2
Introduction	2
Blackboard Learn Q4 2017 Enhancements	3
Accessibility enhancement – ARIA landmarks	3
Blackboard app download module	3
Chemistry notation support	3
Collaborate with the Ultra experience sessions for groups [Note: Delete if you do not license Collaborate]	4
Course availability status	4
Delete multiple gradebook columns	4
Discussion board “replies to me”	5
Enhanced mobile experience for Blogs and Journals	5
Enhanced mobile experience for navigating Learn	6
Grade display standardization	6
Improved grading with rubrics	6
Learning Tools Interoperability (LTI) deep linking [Note: This section requires editing.]	6
Blackboard Learn Q2 2017 Enhancements	6
Additional drag-and-drop locations	6
Blackboard Ally, a solution for better accessibility Note: Delete if you do not license Ally.	7
Continued mobile optimization Note: Delete if you do not have the Learn 2016 Theme enabled.	7
Submission receipt enhancements	7
Blackboard Learn Q4 2016 Enhancements	8
A new look & feel with an improved mobile experience Note: Delete if you do not have the Learn 2016 Theme enabled.	8
Course activity reports	8
Drag and drop files	8
Dropbox Education Integration	9
Missing coursework reminders	9
Grading improvements	9
New icon set	10
Self and peer assessments improvements	10
Submission receipts	10
Blackboard Learn Q2 2016 Enhancements	10
Accessibility updates	10
MOSAIC and O*NET Standards	11
VALUE rubrics	11
Additional Resources	11
Blackboard Help Site	11
Blackboard Community Site	11

[bookmark: _Toc354523645][bookmark: _Toc501355730]Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc500930636][bookmark: _Toc501355731][bookmark: _Hlk501099827]Purpose of this Document [Note: Delete before providing to educators and learners]
The purpose of this document is to provide educators and learners with an overview of the new features and enhancements that are part of our latest Blackboard Learn releases (Q2 2016 through Q4 2017). 
We invite each institution to customize and share this document as you see fit, based on the version of Blackboard Learn you are on and the version to which you are upgrading. To make it easy for you to customize this document, we have separated the enhancements by release so you can remove the releases that do not apply to your institution’s upgrade.
[bookmark: _Toc500930637][bookmark: _Toc501355732]Introduction
We have recently updated our Blackboard Learn environment to a new version, which includes many new features and enhancements that will:
· Simplify and enhance many capabilities you currently use today
· Save you time and make it easier to complete your daily tasks
· Provide a much-improved mobile experience and a new modern look & feel
· Improve the accessibility of the learning environment
This document will provide you, educators and students, with an overview of these new features and enhancements that are now available in Blackboard Learn.


[bookmark: _Toc501355733]Blackboard Learn Q4 2017 Enhancements
[bookmark: _Toc501355734]Accessibility enhancement – ARIA landmarks
[bookmark: _Hlk499632323]Feature enhancement for all users 
ARIA landmarks have been incorporated in the course menu and the content area to better define the page structure and assist users with screen readers in navigating page elements. Additionally, the first-time user overlay has been removed to improve accessibility for all. 
[bookmark: _Toc501355735]Blackboard app download module   
Feature enhancement for students
A new module called “Download Blackboard’s Student App Today” helps students discover and quickly download the app. The module includes links to the Apple, Android, and Windows app download locations.
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc501355736]Chemistry notation support 
Feature enhancement for all users 
Chemistry tools, like an embedded periodic table of elements, are now included in the math editor found in the Content Editor.
[image: C:\Users\snye\Documents\2016 Vivek\9.1 releases\Q4 2017 Release\chemistry_notation.png]
[bookmark: _Toc501355737]Collaborate with the Ultra experience sessions for groups [Note: Delete if you do not license Collaborate]
Feature enhancement for all users 
Improve collaboration amongst student groups doing group work with the addition of Collaborate sessions to Group pages. Collaborate sessions offer real-time, face-to-face web conferencing, content sharing, and whiteboard functionality. 
[bookmark: _Toc501355738]Course availability status 
Feature enhancement for instructors 
From the main course view, you can now easily see an open or closed padlock icon representing the availability of the course to students and quickly change the availability with one click, saving both time and effort. This new feature can be seen below, next to tools such as Student Preview and the Edit Mode toggle.
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc501355739]Delete multiple gradebook columns 
Feature enhancement for instructors
The #1 requested feature voted by clients on the Community Site, you can now delete multiple gradebook columns at once making managing the gradebook even easier. When deleted, manual and calculated columns are removed completely; columns associated with gradable items are cleared of attempt and grade data, but remain in the Grade Center. 
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc501355740]Discussion board “replies to me” 
Feature enhancement for all users 
Keeping up with large discussion board forums is made easier with the addition of a “Replies to me” count and filter so unread replies to your own posts can be easily identified and read.
[image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc501355741][bookmark: _Hlk499631275]Enhanced mobile experience for Blogs and Journals
[bookmark: _Hlk499632276]Feature enhancement for all users 
You will now have a much-improved experience using Blogs and Journals on your mobile device. For example, options for filtering posts or navigating groups or users will appear below currently viewed posts.
[bookmark: _Toc499635933][bookmark: _Toc501355742][image: ]Enhanced mobile experience for navigating Learn
Feature enhancement for all users 
It is now much easier to navigate the system and course menus on mobile devices. When you access Blackboard Learn through mobile devices, you’ll notice that the navigation has been moved to a hamburger menu that remains there when you move from screen to screen. Tabs and subtabs now appear in your navigation choices. My Blackboard has also been incorporated into the system menu for easier access. Within a course, the menu opens and closes more easily, improving the overall experience.
[bookmark: _Toc501355743]Grade display standardization 
Feature enhancement for instructors
To provide greater consistency and standardization, all gradebook columns (online and downloads) and My Grades now support up to five decimal points, are not rounded, and are consistent for all display types (score, percentage, letter grade). 
[bookmark: _Toc501355744]Improved grading with rubrics 
Feature enhancement for instructors
When grading with rubrics, you can now save feedback and the content will remain saved when changing the rubric's view from in-line to full screen.
[bookmark: _Toc501355745][bookmark: _Hlk500929566]Learning Tools Interoperability (LTI) deep linking [Note: This section requires editing.]
Feature enhancement for all users 
You will now have a more seamless experience when linking or integrating with tools like [Note: enter the names of some tool providers your institution / your instructors use who support the LTI deep linking specification]. You can create links to specific resources without knowing and specifying resource IDs. Instead, you can launch into the tool provider’s user experience, select resources to add to your course, and the individual links are created in the correct place in the course. Students clicking the links will be taken directly to the specific resource rather than to a generic tool page.
____________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Toc501355746]Blackboard Learn Q2 2017 Enhancements
[bookmark: _Toc501355747]Additional drag-and-drop locations
[bookmark: _Hlk499559137]Feature enhancement for all users 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The drag-and-drop feature is now added to the content editor, blog, journal, and portfolios. If the browser allows, you can drag a folder of files and the files will upload individually. 
[bookmark: _Toc501355748][bookmark: _Toc478038040][bookmark: _Toc478038084][bookmark: _Toc478484031]Blackboard Ally, a solution for better accessibility Note: Delete if you do not license Ally.
[image: https://en-us.help.blackboard.com/@api/deki/files/21055/Ally_instructor.png?size=bestfit&width=276&height=251&revision=1]Feature enhancement for all users
Ally is a new service for improving content accessibility that has been integrated into Learn. Ally improves accessibility within Learn in the following ways: 
· Instructors can view an accessibility score and learn ways to improve the accessibility of materials.
· Students can download automatically-generated alternative versions of uploaded files, such as accessible HTML, digital braille, and audio format files.

[bookmark: _Toc478733133][bookmark: _Toc478733633][bookmark: _Toc478733711][bookmark: _Toc501355749][image: https://en-us.help.blackboard.com/@api/deki/files/21059/Learn_2016_Theme_Discussions.png?size=bestfit&width=196&height=350&revision=1]Continued mobile optimization Note: Delete if you do not have the Learn 2016 Theme enabled.
Feature enhancement for all users 
The discussion board is now responsive for mobile devices if the post contents are responsive. That means you will be able to easily read, respond, and use other discussion features such as post rating when using your mobile device – and the experience will be a great one! 
Additionally, pages with tables, the course menu, and within My Blackboard are better optimized for mobile devices. Contextual menus can also be accessed on both tablet and mobile devices.

[bookmark: _Toc501355750]Submission receipt enhancements
Feature enhancement for all users
Students can receive a notification email for each assignment attempt with information about the submission, including attached files. Students can also access receipts at any time on the My Grades page in the submissions filter area. 

[bookmark: _Toc501355751]Blackboard Learn Q4 2016 Enhancements
[bookmark: _Toc501355752]A new look & feel with an improved mobile experience Note: Delete if you do not have the Learn 2016 Theme enabled.
[image: https://en-us.help.blackboard.com/@api/deki/files/19988/Desktop_course_Learn_2016_2.png?size=bestfit&width=700&revision=1]Feature enhancement for all users
[image: ]You will notice a new, more modern look and feel that enhances your Learn experience. This look and feel consists of updated colors, fonts, and spacing for greater consistency between Blackboard Learn, Collaborate with the Ultra experience, and the Blackboard mobile apps. Additionally, you’ll see an increase in the responsiveness of the interface on tablet and mobile devices, which means you will have a much improved, enjoyable mobile experience. 
[bookmark: _Toc501355753]Course activity reports
Feature enhancement for instructors
The Course Activity Overview report has been updated to improve the experience for larger enrollment courses. Instructors can filter the report and break down the calculations of student activity by course groups.
[bookmark: _Toc501355754]Drag and drop files
Feature enhancement for all users
When instructors create content items, assignments, and web links, they can drag files from their computers to the "hot spot" in the Attach Files area. Students can also drag files to upload when they submit assignments. If the browser allows, users can drag a folder of files and the files will upload individually.
[image: https://en-us.help.blackboard.com/@api/deki/files/20306/original_drag_files_hot_spot.png?size=bestfit&width=600&height=111&revision=1]
[bookmark: _Toc501355755]Dropbox Education Integration
[image: ]Feature enhancement for all users
Using this new cloud service integration, instructors and students can link to their Dropbox content directly from Blackboard Learn using the mashup menu found in most content creation workflows: content creation, tests, discussion boards, blogs, journals, wikis, announcements, feedback, and grading notes.

[bookmark: _Toc501355756][image: ]Missing coursework reminders
Feature enhancement for all users
[image: ]Instructors can send email reminders from Grade Center columns to students and members of groups who have missing coursework. Students receive a system-generated email that lists the course, coursework, and the due date if included. Instructors can also send reminders for assignments with anonymous or delegated grading enabled. To protect anonymity, students' names and attempt statuses aren't revealed.
[bookmark: _Toc501355757]Grading improvements 
Feature enhancement for instructors
When multiple-attempt assessments are set to calculate using the first or last attempt, there are potentially numerous other attempts that will never be used for the grade calculation. This can be particularly problematic in anonymous or delegated grading scenarios where it can be difficult to determine which attempts are associated with students and therefore require grading. A new filter is now available both in the Needs Grading workflow as well as within the Grade Center to show or hide these attempts. Attempts that won't calculate towards the assessment grade are now indicated with an icon. 
[image: ][image: ]
[bookmark: _Toc501355758][image: https://en-us.help.blackboard.com/@api/deki/files/20307/Icons.png?size=bestfit&width=400&revision=1]New icon set
Feature enhancement for all users
There is a new icon set for use in Courses and Organizations. Also, cancel/submit buttons will always pin to the bottom of the page regardless of device, ensuring they are easy to access. 

[bookmark: _Toc501355759]Self and peer assessments improvements
Feature enhancement for instructors
Non-participants during the submission period are excluded from the evaluation process. Submitters with partial or complete submissions will be distributed to peers for evaluations. By pairing an assessment with Adaptive Release, it's possible to configure Self and Peer Assessments for individual groups.
[bookmark: _Toc501355760]Submission receipts
Feature enhancement for all users
[image: https://en-us.help.blackboard.com/@api/deki/files/20344/original_assignment_submission_confirmation.png?size=bestfit&width=450&revision=1]Instructors can keep track of all student submissions, regardless of whether the attempt or assignment is deleted or the submission history is changed. A submission receipt is captured at the time of submission and includes information such as attached file information, date, time, etc. This feature gives students assurance about their work and provides evidence for academic disputes.
A receipt is generated for each group member when a student submits on behalf of the group, and the anonymous state of an assignment is respected. For assignments with multiple attempts, students receive a different number for each submission.
____________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Toc501355761]Blackboard Learn Q2 2016 Enhancements
[bookmark: _Toc501355762]Accessibility updates
Feature enhancement for all users
The screen reader will not announce Quick Links modal when modal is closed, and Grading Journals will now work with a screen reader.
[bookmark: _Toc501355763]MOSAIC and O*NET Standards 
Feature enhancement for instructors
For institutions who wish to evaluate student work or align their curriculum against either the Multipurpose Occupational Systems Analysis Inventory - Close-Ended (MOSAIC) or Occupational Information Network (O*NET) competencies, we have made these competencies available now for download on Behind the Blackboard.
[bookmark: _Toc501355764]VALUE rubrics 
Feature enhancement for instructors
As part of the Association of American Colleges & Universities' (AAC&U’s) Liberal Education and America’s Promise (LEAP) initiative, the VALUE rubrics contribute to the national dialogue on assessment of college student learning. Educational professionals from over 100 higher education institutions collaboratively developed 16 VALUE rubrics to use the most frequently identified characteristics for measuring success in key learning outcomes.
For Blackboard Learn users who are interested in using these rubrics, we are making them available for download and import. Each rubric has been built and formatted appropriately so it can be imported to your courses and used anywhere you can align and evaluate with rubrics today. The downloadable rubrics are available in US English only, because this is how they were authored by AAC&U.
____________________________________________________
[bookmark: _Toc501355765]Additional Resources
[bookmark: _Toc501355766]Blackboard Help Site
· Blackboard's help site is your one-stop-shop to find product documentation for Blackboard products, including Blackboard Learn. This site allows anyone to view help documentation (students, instructors, or administrators), while adaptive search and tagging help you find what you’re looking for. Check it out here:
· https://en-us.help.blackboard.com/
[bookmark: _Toc501355767]Blackboard Community Site
· The Blackboard community is the largest organized network of e-learning users. Join the conversation with other educators here:
· https://community.blackboard.com/community/questions/educator
· Make sure that your ideas about our products and the future of teaching and learning are heard loud and clear by peers and Blackboard staff here:
· https://community.blackboard.com/community/ideasmain
· Check out the Blackboard Innovative Teaching Series (BITS) hosted by Blackboard’s community of users and product experts to hear strategies and best practices for increasing efficiency and improving learning outcomes. You can register for live webinars or watch recordings of past webinars here:
· https://community.blackboard.com/groups/higheredbits
7

image3.png
—
© o o
z w
BRI
u G &
B
Nl
z o =
oo
° B 3
s k& 3
wooox
RS
> o 8
@ < o
s < o

LaTeX | Manual




image4.png
Courses  Portfolios

Home Page
Content

Discussions

Groups

Polcies of international
regulatory bodies

Content





image5.png




image6.png
Discussion Board
Forums are made up o threods thot con be subject. Creote Forums More Help

Create Forum Sewch  DiscoverContent %

ror wesso sesues| roma
- POSTS. POSTS. TOME PARTICPANTS.

i forum wil hold our discussions on wave terminciogy. relevant
@ SurfsUpWave Dynamics  websites. and questions. ” ) ) N
Waves

Explore harnessing energy from waves #nd ides. Please AaTow your
10pIC 10 3 5pCIfc 5pACt Such 35:

» How could the energy be extracted?
* Could 3 rebable "mode” be made and rebed upon?
sustanabity?

o Whatresearch s cut there?
o Eastng working energy projects
Wave Assignment tnergy  ® andsoen..
9 Waves and Tides " (] 0 |
T recured assgment s worth 30 points.

NO approval for he 1P necessary. but | will Cartainly Gcuss & with
you if you choose. Post 00-750 words to this thread and tile your
oS 10 refhect your chosen topic.

e the syllabus for CHaton requirements and due dates.





image7.png
N\

Course search

My Institution

Courses

Communty

Content Collection

Global Menu





image8.png
' 25%

This image is missing an
alternative description

How to write & good description





image9.png
Lorem psum dolorsit amet, consectetur adipiscing el Cras

precium a ante rutrum elementu,. Pellentesaue inercum
matts nula ey evismo. I o augue, landit st amet
accumsan vulputat, viverra nterdum nibh. Vestibulum non
et blandit orc tempus phareta. Proin sit amet euismod
ibero, Vivamus viverra tincidunt color a cursus. Lorem ipsum
dolor sit ame, consectetur adipiscing elf. Donec et porttor
odio. Nulam molestie solciudin els ve semper. Vivamus eu
sagitis odio. Donec ut duid dam pharetra blandit ac ut
wrps. Vestoulum ante fpsum primis n faulbus orc uctus et
ultrices posuere cubilia Curae: Nulam nec hendreri tortor, et
maximus magna. Nulla accumsan eo porta vestbulum urna
1d,venenatis dolor. Fusce vehicula arcu d elus egestas, non
fhoncus lectus blandit. Sed malesuada eros condimentum.
pulvinar matis.

Quote




image10.png
oy couses

[s—

P

e et sy, Wt S

orumens Uity ety o e Govcton Gy
B T
et

oy Orgnisaions

s





image11.png
MonumentU  Courses  Communty

Tools
Tasis

iy Grades

User Dty

Gos Pertormance

Monument University s s s b

[ —




image12.png
ASSIGNMENT FILES

g = mm mm = e e o e e -
IAm'Ch Files Browse My Computer Browse Content Collection 1




image13.png
Upload Assignment: To Killa Mockingbird Essay

sty et e v s s s o | 33





image14.png
pLaner paper(©) | GroupouTL | GRe

Quick Column Information

View and Add Alignments

Grade Attempts

Grade with User Naes
Hidden

‘hssignment File Download
Assignment Fil Cleanup.

View Grade History

Edit Column Information




image15.png
qa-original-adv says:

Are you sure you want to send s reminder omailto 6
Students who do not have a grade o submission?




image16.png
@ Show attempts that don't contribute to user's grade

68 total items to grade. <




image17.png
Needs Grading

60 total items to grade. <




image18.png
GpPaes  Camelik

Gt

o8]
=

O)
o

) @i 6]
@ @} D B
@l ™ my rum
Gm s mf (3]





image19.png
Review Submission History: Week 1 Study Guide Questions

Assignment Instructions ~ Assignment Details
Add two potential questions that could appear on the Week 1 test. GRADE
Include the answers. | will complle all submissions for the cass touse ST S
as a study guide.

ATTEMPT
Youre allowed one attempt.

ansnsesamm

Submission

Bl cmpertnee




image1.png




image2.png
¥ Download Blackboard's Student App Today

~ Access grades, course content, and more - right from the Blackboard
2> app on your phone.
\ Available today on iOS, Android, or Windows:





